68                       EDGAR ALLAN POE.
For the following six months Poe employed his time in contributing to the "Saturday Visiter," of which no file is now known, and upon such hack work as Mr. Kennedy could procure for him, none of which has been traced; but he attracted no further public notice. He lived from the summer of 1833, at least, if not earlier, in a very retired way with his father's widowed sister, Mrs. Clemm, who, with her single surviving child, Virginia, seems to have settled in Baltimore in the spring, after a long absence from the city; and whatever he earned went into the small common stock of the family. Mr. Wilmer, the editor of the " Saturday Visiter," was a constant companion. Nearly every day they walked out together in the suburbs, and sometimes took Virginia, a child of eleven, with them. Poe was then neatly, though inexpensively, clad (Hewitt, his successful rival, says he wore " Byron collars and a black stock, and looked the poet all over"), and in his features there was a delicacy which was perhaps the pallor of his Southern complexion; his companion, who was of a coarse fibre, mistook his refinement for effeminacy, but perceived that he was possessed of quick sympathies and an affectionate disposition. I)iirmg an unbroken intimacy of some months, Wilmer saw no sign of bad habits in his friend, except on one occasion when Poe set out some Jamaica rum at his lodgings and drank moderately with his guest; and on another when Mrs. Clemm published a year afterward.
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